


Charles Manson sitting 
opposite his lawyer, 
Irving Kanarek, at the 
1970 trial for the Tate–
LaBianca murders. 
(Bettmann Archive)

Vincent Bugliosi, chief 
prosecutor in the Tate–

LaBianca trial, speaking with 
reporters outside the court-

room in 1971. (Associated 
Press)

Four of Manson’s followers 
(from left: Cathy Gillies, 
Kitty Lutesinger, Sandy 
Good, and Brenda 
McCann) kneel on the 
sidewalk outside the Los 
Angeles Hall of Justice, 
March 1971. (Associated 
Press)
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Roman Polanski, Sharon Tate’s husband, at the house on Cielo Drive mere 
days after the murders in August 1969. (Courtesy Julian Wasser)

Jay Sebring (far left), 
Roman Polanski, 
and Sharon Tate at 
a party in London. 
(Bill Ray / The Life 
Picture Collection)
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Terry Melcher with Can-
dice Bergen at the Whisky 
a Go Go in the summer of 
1967. During Manson’s trial, 
Melcher would become one 
of the prosecution’s most  
important—and most 
suspicious—witnesses. (Phil 
Roach/ipol/Globe Photos, 
Inc.)

Rudi Altobelli, standing and speaking to Candice Bergen during a gathering 
at the house on Cielo Drive. Altobelli, who owned the house, suggested that 
the true story behind the murders has never been told. (Courtesy Dominic 
Pescarino)

Altobelli in 1999, with one 
of his many adopted cats. 

(Courtesy Dominic Pescarino)
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One of several memos in Bugliosi’s handwriting suggesting that Melcher 
continued to see Manson after the Tate–LaBianca murders. (Public archive)
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A police drawing of the Spahn Movie Ranch, the Family’s hideout. Deputies 
from the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Office raided the ranch on August 16, 
1969, but they apparently failed to connect the Family to the rash of murders it 
had recently committed. (Courtesy John A. Kolman)

A mug shot of the 
Family’s Bobby Beausoleil, 
who participated in the 
murder of Gary Hinman. 
(Courtesy Lee Koury)
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Reeve Whitson with his wife, 
Ellen, in the winter of 1961–62. 
Whitson claimed to have been 
at the house on Cielo Drive in 
the hours after the Tate murders. 
(Courtesy Liza Josefson)

Whitson disguised as a hippie. His 
friends and family believed he was 

an intelligence agent with ties to 
the Manson case. (Courtesy Liza 

Josefson)
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At work in my home 
office in Venice Beach, 
around 1999 (top) and 
2014 (center, below). 

(Top: author collection; 
center and bottom:  

courtesy Errol Morris)
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The whiteboard on which, to the concern and amusement of my 
friends, I tried to keep track of all the connections I’d made in 
the case. (Author collection)
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Susan Atkins, right, leaving the 
grand jury proceedings for the 
Tate–LaBianca murders with 
her defense attorney, Richard 
Caballero. Atkins’s testimony 
was critical to securing 
indictments against Manson and 
others in the Family, including 
herself. But Caballero came to 
represent her only through an 
arrangement by prosecutors. 
(Ralph Crane / The Life  
Picture Collection)

Caballero also sold his client’s story 
to the press and arranged to have it 

published as a quickie paperback, 
released the same month as her 

grand jury appearance—a move that 
only bolstered the state’s case against 

Atkins and her coconspirators. 
(Author collection)
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Mary Brunner, one of 
Manson’s earliest followers, 
with their child, Michael 
“Pooh Bear” Valentine. (Life 
magazine)

Roger Smith, Manson’s parole officer, with his assistant, Gail Sadalla. Manson formed 
the Family during his time under Smith’s supervision in San Francisco. (Elaine Mayes)
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A stern letter to Manson from the Federal Probation Office. Manson often 
ignored his responsibilities as a federal parolee, but he never faced any 
consequences. (Public archive)
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Dr. David E. Smith 
(facing the camera), 
the cofounder of the 
Haight-Ashbury Free 
Medical Clinic, during 
the summer of love in 
1967. Manson and the 
Family frequented the 
clinic. (Wayne F. Miller 
/ Magnum Photos)

In clinical experiments, David 
Smith injected drugs into groups 

of rodents in confinement. His 
research echoed the work of 

John B. Calhoun, a scientist who 
used rats to study the effects of 

overpopulation. Illustrations 
in his landmark 1962 paper, 

“Population Density and Social 
Pathology,” showed the rodents 
growing violent in increasingly 

crowded environments.  
(Scientific American)

Through his clinic, Smith 
launched the Journal of Psychedelic 
Drugs, a research periodical that 
later included a study of the  
Manson Family’s “group-marriage 
commune.” (Haight-Ashbury 
Medical Clinic)
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In the 1950s, around the time he researched mind-control techniques for the 
CIA, West inserted himself into the case of Jimmy Shaver, a Texas airman 
convicted of raping and murdering a three-year-old girl. Shaver claimed to 
have no memory of the crime. (San Antonio News)

Dr. Louis Jolyon West, circa 1955. The Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency subcontracted West 

for its top-secret MKULTRA program, 
although he denied it for the rest of his life. 

(Louis Jolyon West files, UCLA)

West found notoriety in 1962 when one 
of his experiments led him to inject an 
elephant with enough LSD to kill it in an 
accidental overdose. While the fact never 
came out, funding for this debacle came 
from the CIA. (The Oklahoman digital 
archive)
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Sidney Gottlieb, West’s handler at the CIA, wrote to him under the pseudonym 
Sherman Grifford, using letterhead from “Chemrophyl Associates,” a front com-
pany. Their correspondence, which confirms West’s participation in MKULTRA, 
has never before been published. (Author collection)
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In 1969, at age twenty-three, 
Filippo Tenerelli was found dead 
in a Bishop, California, motel 
room. Although his death was 
ruled a suicide, police covered 
up an abundance of evidence 
suggesting he was another victim 
of the Manson Family. (Courtesy 
Caterina Tenerelli)

After his death, Tenerelli’s 
Volkswagen Beetle was 

found overturned near the 
Family’s hideout in Death 

Valley. Manson and his fol-
lowers routinely stole Beetles 

to convert them into dune 
buggies for use in the rough 

desert terrain. (Courtesy 
Dallas Sumpter)

A coroner’s drawing of the 
scene of Tenerelli’s death. 
The autopsy physician later 
said he was never confident 
that the incident was a 
suicide. (Author collection)
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The Family in Death Valley, November 1968, in a never-before-published 
photograph. Manson appears in the back row, fourth from the left. (Special 
Collections department, University of Nevada)
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